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The word itself seems daunting, and that is how it felt in 2018 when I was starting to make plans for 
my children’s preschool and 1st grade year. My husband and I had discerned that homeschooling 
would fit our family best years prior, and by the grace of God we were introduced to wonderful, faithful 
homeschooling families who showed us it was possible. However, as they grew older and it started to 
feel official, I wondered if I could do it on my own. Co-founding Saint Ambrose Academy (SAA), a hybrid 
homeschool co-op, has been a blessing to my family as well as many others. Not only is it a warm and 
inviting community but I have seen my children grow and mature so much in two short years. They have 
learned many things from their teachers and peers through the Catholic classical curriculum, but first and 
foremost, I have witnessed in them an increased love for the Lord. Faith, learning and friendships are 
paramount at SAA. I look forward to seeing who the Lord has created them to be as they are nurtured 
and educated at home as well as at Saint Ambrose Academy (Montessori pre-K/K and Classical 1st-9th).

—Anna Utley

T

homeschool support from 
an academic standpoint

The hybrid school model creates a strong 
partnership between teachers and parents in 
the education of their children. Saint Ambrose 
Academy meets twice weekly with teachers in 
a classroom setting. Both teachers and parents 
follow the same curriculum developed by an 
established Catholic, classical distance learning 
program known as Mother of Divine Grace. 
This unique model offers the flexibility that we 
as homeschoolers love coupled with all of the 
benefits of having knowledgeable teachers, 
a support system of other families equally 
invested in raising their children in the faith, 
and all the benefits a small, more personalized 
classroom setting can provide.

—Erica Paul



continued Among the greatest blessings we have received on this journey of 
nearly ten years is the incredible Catholic community we have found. 
Our family has been a part of the Totus Tuus Catholic Homeschooling 
Co-op that meets twice monthly for Mass or Adoration and then 
enrichment classes. Most recently we have joined St. Ambrose 
Academy hybrid co-op, where our two eldest daughters attend full 
days of class on Monday and Wednesday and complete the rest 
of their course work at home the remaining days of the week. The 
flexibility that homeschooling provides has allowed us to seek out 
the support and resources that truly meet the spiritual, academic and 
social needs that our children have, both as individuals and as a family.

—Melanie Feeley

A few years into our marriage, with a toddler and a newborn, my 
husband suggested that we consider home-schooling when the time 
came. To be honest, I felt that I didn’t have it in me, that I couldn’t 
possibly sacrifice that much. The thought was overwhelming.
However, at the same time, our Lord brought several Catholic 
homeschooling families into our lives. They not only showed me that 
educating our children was possible but that it could be done with joy 
and grace amongst the sacrifice. What I saw was happy, healthy and 
holy children, confident in God’s love for them. I saw families living 
out their call to be “domestic churches.” I saw siblings growing up 
together, helping each other, learning and praying together. I saw 
parents coming together to support each other, all with one goal in 
mind, the salvation of their families. And I wanted what I saw, sacrifice 
and all!

—Maria Stover

My husband and I are so grateful for having stumbled upon Saint 
Ambrose Academy. We could no longer afford the private Catholic 
school that our children previously attended because of the need 
and call for me to be a stay at home mother. Our faith was the most 
important part of this decision, and we failed to see how to move 
forward educating our children. The thought of homeschooling three 
children with a baby seemed like an impossible task, even though we 
felt that our home was the safest and most nurturing place for them. 
We felt stuck and desperate for a solution.

The structure of “teacher led” homeschooling and the support of the 
school community gave us the confidence to take the homeschooling 
leap. We are surrounded by like-minded families who are in all 
different stages of the homeschooling journey. Our children are 
thriving! The distinctly Catholic Mother of Divine Grace Curriculum is 
challenging and well rounded.

This choice has brought joy to our home and peace to our hearts. This 
school has truly been a blessing!

—Abbey Koenig
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